A Letter from Kelly
Welcome to Superheroes Unmasked:
A Virtual Gala!
It is my pleasure to welcome you to an evening unlike any other
we have hosted before. We heard you loud and clear that
nothing would keep you from celebrating with us this evening
and so we proudly welcome you to our Virtual Gala, held from
the comfort of your couch. Our babies depend on us and so do
the 1:10 families who visit the NICU. Thank you for joining us
as we highlight the miracles that unfold each day in the unit
that changed my life and that of so many others.
Without a doubt, this event could not have been done without
the support of my incredible Creative Manager Rachael,
my board, our sponsors, our speakers and hosts and most
importantly, all of you.
So, cheers to an evening that will be filled with inspirational
messages of hope, love and much needed reminders. As we
head into 2021, I believe we all have a little bit of superhero
tucked inside us. Sometimes it just takes a little baby to remind
us all, we are stronger than we know.
I am forever grateful that families will feel more supported and
better understood... all because you cared enough to show up.
Kelly Gallagher
Founder of The Superhero Project Inc
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10:15pm

8:30-8:45pm
8:45-9:00pm

9:00-9:30pm
9:30-9:45pm

Pre-Presentation
VIP Mixology Session or
Zoom Chat with Angel Eye
Live Streaming Begins
Opening Remarks by Brian and Mara Taff
Personal Note from Kelly Gallagher

Go Go Gadget Set #1
Presentation Part #2

Status Update about SHP
Sara Walsh
The Friend of the Superhero Award
Presented to Lauren Holiday
Thank You to Our Sponsors
Marques and Emily Colston

Go Go Gadget Set #2
Presentation Part #3
Amy Jo Martin
Joleen Jaworski
Fund The Mission: Can you help us?

Go Go Gadget Set #3
Closing Remarks

Mario Winans
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Brian is the co-anchor of 6abc Action
News at Noon and 4pm. Brian and his wife Mara
welcomed twin boys in the summer of 2014 and spent
approximately 3 weeks in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at
Pennsylvania Hospital. Mara and founder Kelly Gallagher’s
boys were born just a few days apart and instantly connected
about their NICU experiences.
Mara and Brian have supported The Superhero Project since
the first gala in 2017 and continue to offer their time and
talents to support other families who face the difficult times in
the NICU.

EMCEES

Brian & Mara Taff
NEWS ANCHOR,
FORMER NICU PARENTS

Sara Walsh can currently be seen covering the NFL on
FOX and the NFL Network. Prior to that she spent the
last 7 years as a Sports Center anchor, while hosting many
of ESPN's prominent studio shows. She was the first
woman to host a network fantasy football show on
Sundays, Fantasy Football Now, which won numerous
awards. After giving birth to twins in January of 2017,
Sara Walsh
Walsh shared her difficult road to pregnancy in a Mother's
FORMER NICU MOM,
Day essay that has since gone viral. Her story made
SPORTS BROADCASTER
national headlines and was also featured by such
FOR NFL ON FOX, NFL NETWORK
magazines as People and Self.
AND FOX SPORTS
A personal branding pioneer, Amy Jo founded
one of the first ever social media agencies,
Digital Royalty, to help corporations, celebrities and
sports entities humanize their brands online
through social communication channels.
Her motto: humans connect with humans, not
logos. She has a social media following of more
than 1 million people and was named the third
most powerful woman on Twitter by Forbes.

Amy Jo Martin

FORMER NICU MOM,
NY TIMES BEST SELLING AUTHOR

Lauren is a two-time Olympic gold medalist and FIFA
World Cup Champion while playing on the US
Women’s Soccer Team. At the age of 3 she faced
open-heart surgery and in 2016, Lauren had a skull
based tumor removed. She is an overcomer on and off
the field. She and her husband Jrue reside in
Milwaukee and are in love with their two children,
Jrue Tyler and Hendrix Ray
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Lauren Holiday
FORMER NICU MOM,

2X OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALIST
AND FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP CHAMPION

Marques & Emily
Colston
FORMER NFL PLAYER
BOARD MEMBER

Marques Colston was recently inducted into the New Orleans
Saints Hall of Fame. He is also the founder of Marques
Colston Enterprises (MCE), a professional development
services company, which empowers organizations and
growth-minded individuals to unlock creativity and possibility
to experience sustainable business success. Emily Colston is a
local realtor in Medford, NJ and personal trainer who has a
love for philanthropy and helping out in the community.
A few years ago, Emily and Marques came to our event and
were impressed with the work being done in the community.
Emily and Marques have been incredible financial supporters,
friends and advocates for the families in which we support.

Joleen Jaworksi is the President and co-owner of
Business Clubs of America of Philadelphia
(BCA). In 2019, Joleen and her husband Eric
delivered their son several weeks early and have
first hand experience with how difficult it can be
to leave your baby in the hospital. Joleen and her
family are champions for families with infants in
the neonatal intensive care unit.

Joleen Jaworski
FORMER NICU MOM
PRESIDENT AND
CO-OWNER OF BCA
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SUPERMAN SPONSORS: $5,000

SUPERHERO FRIEND SPONSORS: $500

a special thank you to
Spoonable Spirits

Giacomo's Italian Market

Go Go Gadget

City Distilling

bartaco

Christian Prasol
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Thanks to Bridget McKinney for all of
her hard work in getting this initiative
off the ground.

PJ’s with a Smile

Aiming to provide new PJs and letters of
support to unexpected NICU moms who have
premature children.

wrapped in love

Aiming to provide robes to moms of
superheroes who gain wings over capes and
may need to be "wrapped" in a hug.

one step closer

Aiming to provide comfy socks and personal
products to moms placed on hospital bed rest for
over a week as they get "one step closer" to
meeting their child.

In exactly one year,
we have partnered with 2 large companies and
are now servicing 4 states!
11hospitals have accepted our program in less
than a year. 140 robes and 200 pairs of
labor socks, culminating with 1,052 PJS
later, the impact we are making ensures that
every mother feels supported and encouraged
to. . . rest.
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2021 Board Members
Bonnie Apice
Rachael Balascak
Emily Colston

Bridget McKinney
Marissa Moreno
Melissa Nocero

Amanda Duffy

Alysha Onesti

Kelly & Justin Gallagher

Katie Roberts

Dawn Halsey

Joseph Stampone

visit us
www.SuperheroProjectinc.org

